
The Great Gatsby: Chapter Two Key Points 
 

Here, I have summarized key points from each page of the pdf copy of the novel. 
 

● Page 26: Nick describes the Valley of Ashes 
○ The Valley of Ashes is halfway between West Egg and New York City. 

It is described as desolate, and there are ashes and smoke 
everywhere. There is a billboard from an old optometrist, the eyes of 
Dr. T.J. Eckleburg that watch over everything below.  

 
The Eyes of T.J. Eckleburg, The Great Gatsby (2013) 

 
● Page 27: Nick meets Tom’s mistress 

○ There is a “small foul river” on one side of the Valley of Ashes and 
there is a bridge that the train takes over this river into NYC. The 
train always stops here and those on the train have to look at the 
depressing scene in the Valley of Ashes for up to thirty minutes 
before continuing on.  

○ This is how Nick meets Tom Buchanan’s mistress. On the way into the 
city, their train was stopped, so Tom decided they should get off and 
he would introduce Nick to his mistress. 

■ Everyone around town knows about Tom’s mistress because 
he often takes her out to popular restaurants, he seems to 
have no shame about it 
 

● Pages 28-29: Tom and Nick go to Wilson’s garage 
○ Tom takes Nick to a run-down looking garage, and they meet its 

owner, George Wilson, who is described as “a blonde, spiritless man, 
anaemic, and faintly handsome.” 

■ There is some tension between them when George asks Tom 
when he is going to sell him his car 
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○ Tom looks around anxiously and out walks his mistress, Myrtle 
Wilson. She is described as, “ [a] thickish figure...in the middle thirties, 
and faintly stout, but she carried her surplus flesh sensuously as 
some women can. Her face, above a spotted dress of dark blue 
crepe-de-chine, contained no facet or gleam of beauty but there was 
an immediately perceptible vitality about her as if the nerves of her 
body were continually smouldering. “ 

■ George steps away for a second, and Tom tells Myrtle to take 
the next train and meet him. Tom tells Nick that George has no 
idea and thinks his wife leaves to go visit her sister in the city. 
 

● Pages 30-31: Tom and Nick meet Myrtle in the city 
○ After riding in separate train cars, Tom, Nick, and Myrtle meet up in 

the city and get in a taxi. Myrtle sees a man selling puppies and asks 
Tom to buy her one, which he does. 

○ They arrive at Firth Avenue, and Nick tells Tom and Myrtle that he is 
going to separate from then now, but they insist he come up to the 
apartment. 
 

● Page 32-33: Tom’s apartment 
○ They arrive at Tom’s top floor apartment, which is described as small 

and packed with oversized furniture. Myrtle says she is going to 
invite her sister and some neighbors, the McKees, over to join them. 

○ Tom takes out some whiskey and Nick reveals that he has only been 
drunk two times and that that afternoon was one of those times. 

○ Nick steps out to buy cigarettes, and when he returns, Tom and 
Myrtle are in the bedroom. They soon come back out and Myrtle’s 
sister and the McKees arrive.  
 

● Pages 34-39: socializing in Tom’s apartment 
○ Nick gets to know the McKees and learns that Mr. McKee is a 

photographer and he took the picture of Myrtle’s mother that hangs 
in the apartment 

○ Myrtle has changed into a fancier dress and suddenly seems 
arrogant and prideful. She acts like she is used to the finer things in 
life when in reality, she is lower class 

○ Mrs. McKee compliments Myrtle’s dress and suggests that her 
husband photograph Myrtle, but Myrtle brushes off her compliment. 

○ Mrs. McKee chats with Nick and when she learns that he lives next to 
Gatsby, she says of Gatsby, “they say he’s a nephew or a cousin of 
Kaiser Wilhelm’s. That’s where all his money comes from...I’m scared 
of him.” 



○ Nick and Myrtle’s sister Catherine are talking and she tells Nick that 
neither Tom nor Myrtle can stand their spouses. She says they 
should divorce and marry each other, but then can’t because Daisy 
is Catholic and doesn’t believe in divorce 

■ Nick knows that this is a lie about Daisy and wonders why Tom 
tells it to Myrtle 

■ Myrtle overhears them talking and talks about what a mistake 
it was to marry her husband George 

● Page 40: Myrtle describes meeting Tom 
○ Myrtle tells Nick that her and Tom met sitting next to each other on 

the train, and the next thing she knew, she was getting in a cab with 
him. 
 

● Pages 41-42: The party is dying down 
○ It is almost midnight and Nick overhears Tom and Myrtle fighting 

about whether she has any right to say Daisy’s name. Myrtle says she 
will say Daisy’s name any time she wants, so Tom slaps her across the 
face and breaks her nose. 

○ The women tend to Myrtle’s nose and Nick leaves with mister McKee 
and eventually takes the train back home. 

 


